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A Critical Analysis of the Common Views toward the Oppositional
Movement by the Rural Residents on the Siting of the LULUs
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-— ABSTRACT

This research critically reviews the arguments on the opposition of the people who live near those
unwelcomed facilities or whose neighborhood are decided to be the site. Four arguments are quite popu-
lar in this context: those who oppose the siting are mostly (1)emotional, (2)ignorant, (3)selfish, and (4)the
closer they live to the facilities, the stronger the opposition is. Using the survey data ¢n the siting of the
nuclear waste management facility collected from the people around three nuclear power plants and
from the farmers on the coast areas of Korea, the arguments are empirically tested. From statistical anal-
ysis, the followings are derived. First, the opposing residents place ‘stigma’ upon the siting areas, but the
study found the emotional response was not limited to any sector of the population, which means the op-
position cannot be judged as emotional, but it may be a rational response against potential risk. Second,
there were no statistically meaningful associations between the level of education and the knowledge of
the atomic energy of the respondents on the one hand, and the level of opposition on the other hand.
Third, residents opposed the siting of unwelcomed facility both at their backyards and at others’ back-
yards. It means, the opposition is against the facility itself rather than against the facility at their neigh-
borhood. Last, quite different from the above argument, it was difficult to find out geographic stratifica-
tion among the residents in their opposition. The results show that the negative views against the
residents’ movement opposing to the unwelcomed facilities tend to lack in the theoretical and empirical
foundation.
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